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About the EFWCP

One in 26 Americans will develop epilepsy in their lifetime. This
staggering statistic fuels our mission - to lead the fight to stop seizures,
find a cure, and overcome the challenges created by epilepsy.

The Epilepsy Foundation Western/Central Pennsylvania (EFWCP),
established in 1972, is an independently incorporated affiliate of the
Epilepsy Foundation of America. Staff in regional offices in Harrisburg,
Altoona, and Pittsburgh provide nationally recognized programs,
services, support, and events for individuals and families living with
epilepsy in 49 counties in western and central Pennsylvania. 

Purple mustaches were all the rage at the Purple Party held in Pittsburgh in March. 

On the Cover: One of our younger advocates, ready to take her message to 
lawmakers, at the legislative breakfast in Harrisburg.



Message from the Board President

As Chair of the Board of Directors, I recognize that our achievements are dependent
upon the drive and persistence that our Board, staff, and volunteers provide when
tackling the challenges that we encounter throughout the year. Some say it takes a
village to raise a child. I say it takes the whole community to make a nonprofit
organization successful.

Here at the Epilepsy Foundation Western/Central Pennsylvania, we are honored to
be working with families, friends, schools, pediatricians, medical practices,
hospitals, caregivers, corporate sponsors, government agencies, and others to 
meet the needs of the epilepsy community.

Your contributions of time, talents, and treasures helped the EFWCP to reach others and had a tremendous
impact in 2017. The EFWCP provided services to 763 individuals and families this year alone. Our organization
educated 4,460 people in our schools and trained another 457 community first responders. We’ve supported
neighbors who needed help with emergency medication or expert medical care for their loved ones in their
homes. We’ve connected families with health insurance and resources in the community. We worked to
distribute movement monitors, place seizure response dogs, and conduct summer camp programs. As you’ll
learn throughout this report, the EFWCP impacted the lives of many others in ways both great and small. 

Epilepsy is a teacher. It teaches us to strive to be like the epilepsy patients we serve: tough, persistent, strong,
resilient, optimistic, and adaptable. As we look ahead to the new year, we promise to keep these characteristics
in mind. We promise to work even harder to bring better, more impactful services to our communities.

We thank you for being a part of our community and supporting the work we do.

Deborah L. Rice-Johnson 
Chair, Board of Directors
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“Our success has 
really been based on partnerships from the very beginning.” [Bill Gates]

Deborah L. Rice-Johnson 
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Adult Support Groups
We offer support groups to connect adults 
living with epilepsy.

Conferences, Workshops, and Seminars
We host educational events throughout the 
year in western/central Pennsylvania.

Emergency Medication Assistance
If you are running low on your anti-seizure 
medication with no way to pay for your next 
refill, contact us to see if you are eligible for 
emergency medication assistance.

Individual/Family Consultation
We can provide you with a variety of 
supportive and educational services for you 
and your family as well as provide you with
customized, one-on-one support. 

Information and Referrals
Our staff can provide you with community 
resources and referrals to connect you with 
even more programs and services near you.

Legislative Advocacy Assistance
Do you want to make your voice heard and 
share your epilepsy story with your local 
legislator? We can help you. 

Medical ID Cards
We can provide you with a free, customized 
wallet ID card and help you find the ID 
bracelet right for you.

Oscar Project Seizure Response Dogs
There is a lot to learn about seizure response 
dogs. We can help you start your search.

Parent/Peer Connect
Sometimes support groups aren’t personal 
enough. We can connect you with individuals 
in similar situations near you.

Resource Library
Take advantage of our free lending library with
resources on a wide range of epilepsy topics.

CareShare Respite 
Respite is temporary relief for family caregivers 
from caring for an individual with epilepsy. We 
support up to 25 hours of free, temporary respite.

Scholarship Program
High school seniors in western/central PA living 
with a diagnosis of epilepsy/seizure disorder are
encouraged to apply for scholarships.

Seizure Monitor Information and Support
Seizure monitors are devices that can alert 
caregivers to seizure activity, specifically tonic-
clonic seizures. We can help you find the 
monitor right for you. 

Seizure Recognition and First Aid
Presentations
Project School Alert is a free program that 
offers seizure recognition and response training 
to schools, first responders, and community
organizations.

Social Events 
We host events throughout the year for 
children, adults, families, and friends living 
with epilepsy to relax and socialize. 

Special Education Information and 
Advocacy
Our experienced staff can support you with 
special education services such as 504 Plans,
Individualized Education Plans, Seizure Action 
Plans, and more.

Summer Camp
Camp Frog and Camp Firefly offer camps for 
children and teens (8-17 years old) with a 
primary diagnosis of epilepsy.

Teen Transition/Youth Council Programs
Transition-aged teens (14+) should start 
taking charge of their future and we can help.

Telephone Support
Sometimes you don’t know what you need 
help with, and that’s ok. Just give us a call 
and we can talk you through what programs, 
services, and community resources may be 
right for you. We are here to help.

Zonne Fund
We provide fun once-in-a-lifetime experiences 
for individuals and families living with epilepsy.
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Families & Children

763 unduplicated families 
with epilepsy served 

263 New families with epilepsy 
served 

4,629 Interactions with families 
with epilepsy 

22,106 Average households 
receiving newsletter

25 telemedicine 
appointments

14 Families participating in 
telemedicine

16 Emma’s Gift monitors 
approved

$6,667 Monitor funding

229 hours of CareShare 
respite care provided

43 Families enrolled into 
CareShare program

46 Camp Frog and Camp 
Firefly campers

4 Camp sessions

8 family events 
645 Participants

22 support groups
4 Locations

208 Participants

21 people assisted 
with emergency 
medication

$13,561 in prescriptions paid

457 EMS and other first 
responders trained

5 In-person trainings

1 Online course

472 attended education 
events

47 Youth transition/ 
leadership events

43 Share Your Story 
Conference

122 Supporting Parents/ 
Supporting Kids  Conference

107 Gateway Clipper event

153 Other evening/weekend events

4,460 Project School Alert 
participants

2,272 Students

1,223 Teachers

208 School nurses

149 Administrators

608 Other school personnel

172 Presentations

342 Non-school 
community education 
participants

16 Presentations

EFWCP

14 EFWCP staff
3 EFWCP offices

32 Weekends worked

24,801 Miles traveled

“525,600 

minutes, 

how do you   

measure 
a year? ”

[RENT]

Individuals with Epilepsy
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Community Education

8 scholarships awarded
$10,000 Total awarded

2 Oscar Project dogs 
placed

9 Dogs recertified as service 
animals



Building blocks and building friendships in the childcare room at the Supporting Parents, Supporting Kids Conference.

“Without a sense of  caring
there can be no sense of community.”

[Anthony J. D’Angelo]
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An Oscar dog recipient with her new
service dog. 

Emergency Medication 

The EFWCP Emergency Medication Assistance
Program will pay for up to a 30-day supply of
anti-seizure medication. During those 30 days,
we work with the individual to find a long-term
medication assistance program or resolution to
the problem related to the cost of prescription
drugs. A month of anti-seizure medication 
can range from $75 to over $2,000. 

This year, 21 individuals were assisted with
emergency medication for a total cost of
$13,561.

Emma’s Gift

The Emma’s Gift: Movement Detection
Monitor Grant Program, created in 2015, is 
a partnership between the Emma Bursick
Memorial Fund and the EFWCP. Movement
detection monitors can alert parents or
caregivers when a person makes movements
indicative of a tonic-clonic seizure. The grant
provides a family in need with one of three
monitors of their choice to lower the risk of
SUDEP.

This year, 16 families were awarded
movement detection monitors.

CareShare 

The EFWCP respite care program has been
rebranded as CareShare: Expert Relief for
Caregivers. In an effort to assist the primary
caregivers of children and adults who have
uncontrolled seizures, we offer a temporary
respite care program to provide relief from the
ongoing responsibility of caring for an
individual of any age. The program pays for
skilled nursing care for a family member who
has epilepsy, giving the caregiver a break.

16 new families enrolled in this program and
229 total hours of care were provided in 
2017.

Information & Referral

We provide customized 
one-on-one support,
information, community
resources, and referrals to
connect people with the
programs and services 
they need. 

460 calls and 100 information
packets were sent to families
and individuals interested in
learning more about epilepsy
this year.
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Oscar Project

The Oscar Project is funded by the Michael R.
Zupancic Seizure Response Dog Endowment Fund.
The Zupancic family established this endowment with
the EFWCP to honor their son, Michael Zupancic, and
to help others living with epilepsy. The fund helps by
providing guidance and financial support to children
and adults who have epilepsy/seizures, who want to
obtain specially trained dogs that provide assistance
to seizure patients.

This year, 2 Oscar dogs were placed and 9 Oscar
dogs were recertified as service animals.

 



Camp Frog Campers in the pool at Camp Fitch.

“They say the happiest place on Earth is Disneyland.

They’re wrong, it’s   camp.” [Unknown]
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Camp Frog 

Camp Frog is a nationally-recognized camp program for children
ages 8-17 who have a primary diagnosis of epilepsy.  Our camp
places extra supportive and medical services into existing YMCA
summer camp programs, allowing children who have seizures to
enjoy summer camp just like their peers. The EFWCP provides
counselors in the cabins along with the camp program staff. All
of the camp staff is fully trained in seizure recognition and
response by the EFWCP.

Two separate week-long sessions are held each summer. The
first session of Camp Frog was held at Camp Conrad Weiser in
Wernersville, PA June 18-24 and the second session was held at
Camp Fitch in North Springfield, PA July 9-15.

Across the two camps there were 35 campers, 11 of whom
were new to camp. 18 campers received a scholarship from the
Steve “Froggy” Morris/G. Peter Rockwell Endowment Fund.

Camp Firefly

Camp Firefly is a weekend camp experience that was created to
accommodate campers that may not be eligible for our primary
weeks of Camp Frog due to more complex seizure, medical,
emotional, cognitive, and/or behavioral needs. Made possible with
grants from the Edith L.
Trees Charitable Trust and
ESMARK/Loeffel Epilepsy
Foundation, Camp Firefly
provides a 1:1 staff to
camper ratio at The
Woodlands, a small, safe,
and accessible fun
environment in Wexford, PA. 

Two sessions of Camp 
Firefly were held in 2017, 
11 children participated. 

Group photo from Camp Frog at Camp Fitch.

Group photo from Camp Frog at Camp Conrad Weiser.
A camper all dressed for Halloween 
during the fall session of Camp Firefly. 
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Students and staff at ACLD Tillotson receive their Seizure Smart School certificate from EFWCP staff. 

“Teaching children to count is fine, 

but teaching them what counts is best.” [Bob Talbert]
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Project School Alert

Educating people about epilepsy is the core of our mission. The Project School Alert
program is a collection of free presentations for community groups and all levels of
school personnel. Age appropriate curriculum is presented to preschool through
college-aged students, as well as more advanced Seizure Recognition and First Aid
trainings for school and bus staff, and specialized trainings for school nurses.  

Project School Alert trained 4,460 individuals to recognize and respond to seizures
this year. These participants included 2,272 students, 1,223 teachers, 208 nurses,
149 administrators, and 608 other school personnel.

School Advocacy

Advocating on behalf of a child with
special needs can be uniquely
challenging. We help prepare parents
for IEP and 504 Plan meetings and
educate them about the rights of 
their child through the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) and
Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA).

This year, 87 parents were trained 
to advocate on behalf of their child
in the school setting.

Seizure Smart Schools

Everyone in every school should know how to recognize and respond to seizures. We provide a
framed certificate to “Seizure Smart Schools” to acknowledge schools who have trained their
entire staff and student body. This year’s recipients included:

ACLD Tillotson School
Pittsburgh, PA

Rochelle Council of Three Rivers American Indian Center
Pittsburgh, PA

Dorseyville Council of Three Rivers American Indian Center
Pittsburgh, PA

Churchview Council of Three Rivers American Indian Center
Pittsburgh, PA

Students enjoy a Because You Are My Friend presentation,
which explains seizures to young audiences. 
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Teens relax during a break at the Take the NExT STEPS transition conference.

“Any transition is easier if you believe 

in yourself and your talent.”  [Priyanka Chopra]
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Young adults with epilepsy at the Teen Leadership Conference. 

Scholarships

Eight outstanding high school seniors, all of whom have a
seizure disorder or epilepsy, received scholarships ranging
from $1,000 to $2,500 to further their education. Winners
were selected using a point system based on several factors
including academic achievement and their ability to
overcome adversity. We look forward to seeing how these
young people will change the world!

Madisyn Kovach . . . . $2,500 Paige Holland Memorial
Scholarship

Brittany Platt . . . . . . $1,500 Rohr Golden Scholarship

Alyssa Brown. . . . . . . $1,000 UPMC Center for Inclusion 
at UPMC Award

Jacob MacLean . . . . . $1,000 Celeste Katherine DeFrank 
Memorial Scholarship

Jenna Whitmer . . . . . $1,000 Julie McCormick Memorial 
Scholarship

Nathen Dietrich . . . . $1,000 EFWCP Scholarship

Valerie Kosson . . . . . $1,000 EFWCP Scholarship

Sofia Spadotto . . . . . $1,000 EFWCP Scholarship 

Next Steps Conference

The Take the NEXT STEPS Conference: Preparing Teens with Epilepsy for
Adult Healthcare focused on working with teens and their parents to
address concrete steps to transition to adult healthcare. The conference
featured speakers from both pediatric and adult practices. 

This year, 31 teens and parents participated in the NEXT STEPS
Conference.

Department of Education Grant

The Epilepsy Training for Career Success project is a program designed
to educate those involved in transition services and technical/career
training for students with disabilities about epilepsy and its potential
impact on employment. Participants learn about seizure recognition
and first aid, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the benefits of
accommodating workers with epilepsy/seizure disorder, and resources
available to help both a student with seizures and a potential future
employer/company.

This year, the Career Success for Youth with Epilepsy curriculum
trained 121 school personnel.

Teen Leadership Summit

This weekend program was designed for youth, ages 14-18, with a diagnosis
of epilepsy/seizure disorder and a desire to build personal and leadership
skills. Teens participated in leadership and skill building sessions throughout
the weekend which concluded with each participant presenting their story,
what they learned, and their goals for the future.

This year, 6 teens participated in the Teen Leadership Summit. 11



Telemedicine visits help to make care more accessible for families who are unable to travel to their specialist’s office.

“There’s a way to  do it better - find it.”

[Unknown]
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The Caring for Your Child Binder is a new resource that was
developed for parents of children with epilepsy.

HRSA Grant

The EFWCP has a three year grant through
HRSA, “Strategic Approaches to Improving
Access to Quality Health Care for Children
and Youth with Epilepsy,” which started in
2016. The grant activities include
telemedicine, telehealth, mhealth, transition
to adult healthcare, community education,
and increasing the capacity of medical home
and other pediatric primary care practices to
support children and youth with epilepsy and
their families.

QuILT

The Quality Improvement Leadership Team
(QuILT) is a group of individuals who work
together to improve the care that patients
with epilepsy receive from their primary care
doctors and neurologists. This team includes
neurologists, families and teens affected by
epilepsy, EFWCP staff, primary care
physicians, and other community/statewide
agencies. The QuILT meets on a regular basis
to act as an oversight group for all grant
activities, as well as serve as a primary
learning collaborative group among all
clinical sites.

Got Transition?

All clinical sites working under
this grant, both pediatric and
neurology, are using the Got
Transition framework as a guide
for transitioning children and
youth with epilepsy to adult
healthcare. Got Transition aims
to improve transition from
pediatric to adult healthcare
through the use of new and
innovative strategies for health
professionals, youth, and
families. There are six core
elements to Got Transition which
allow all sites to customize it to
meet their individual needs. 

Community Education

One of the goals of the grant is to serve 1,000
children and youth with epilepsy over the
duration of the grant. We are accomplishing
this through a series of educational
conferences and events, by creating new
materials for families, and engaging youth 
in projects like developing a mobile app.

Community Partnerships

We have partnered with clinical sites to work on the grant activities, including access to
care and a seamless and meaningful transition from pediatric to adult healthcare. Our
clinical site partners so far include: 

•     DLP Conemaugh Adult Neurology
•     Drexel University’s St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children
•     Keystone Pediatrics (Franklin County)
•     Pediatric Specialists of Franklin County
•     WellSpan Pediatric Neurology
•     WellSpan Pediatric Medicine (Lebanon County)
•     WellSpan Pediatric Medicine (South Queen Street, York)
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Networking and talking with other parents is a valuable part of the Supporting Parents, Supporting Kids Conference. 

“Education is the most powerful weapon 

which you can use to change the world.”  [Nelson Mandela]
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Cruise on the Gateway Clipper

A lunch and learn cruise for adults was held on the Gateway
Clipper. This fun and educational event allows people with
epilepsy to network for a few hours with people in similar
situations, and to hear from a doctor in a relaxed setting. This
year’s topic was treatment options for people with epilepsy.

107 adults attended the Gateway Clipper Cruise.

Conferences, Seminars, & Webinars

An Epilepsy Mini Conference was held in Harrisburg. This half-day
conference provided information about epilepsy and women, cannabis
and epilepsy, and an update on PA’s Medical Marijuana Program by a
Patient Liaison from the Department of Health.

A School Nurse Educational Workshop in Camp Hill provided school
nurses with information about the vagal nerve stimulator for epilepsy,
and learning support for adolescent onset juvenile myoclonic epilepsy.

A Creative Writing Seminar was designed to learn creative writing
techniques to enable one to write for fun or self-exploration.

In June we presented a dinner seminar on Treatment Options for
Pediatric and Adult Epilepsy Patients, as well as a patient perspective
on the VNS device. This event was funded by LivaNova. 

EMS Training

An online course titled PA-EMS Understanding Epilepsy was approved
by the PA Department of Health, Bureau of EMS for 1.5 hours of
clinical core credit, and was posted to the TRAIN PA website for EMS
providers to complete as their schedule allows.

We also provided 5 in-person trainings to EMS staff, including one held
at DelGrosso’s Amusement Park.

371 First Responders were trained online and 86 were trained in
person.

Supporting Parents, Supporting Kids Conference

Parents of children with all disabilities were invited to attend
our second annual Supporting Parents, Supporting Kids parent
education conference in Cranberry Township. The conference
featured two keynote speakers and parents chose from
breakout session topics including: mindfulness for caregivers,
uncontrolled seizures, IEP troubleshooting, and identifying and
addressing mental health needs. Free childcare was available at
the event. 

122 parents learned more about how to care for their child
with disabilities at this conference.
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“It’s not about finding your voice, it’s about giving
yourself permission to use it.”  [Kris Carr]

“A Happy Place”  This positivity box was created in Studio E by decorating a box with positive strengths and filling it with affirmations, strengths, and coping tools. 
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Studio E: The Epilepsy Art Therapy Program

Studio E is a program that allows participants to explore how
epilepsy and seizures impact their lives through art. Each session
was guided by an art therapist who encouraged participants to
experiment with
different media, such as
paint, clay, and pastels,
to express their
thoughts and feelings
about their diagnosis. 

14 sessions of Studio E
were held this year
with a total combined
attendance of 42
individuals.

Share Your Story Conference / Legislative Breakfast

The EFWCP held a 2-day conference to train individuals with epilepsy
and their families how to be epilepsy advocates. The Share Your Story
Conference presented information about legislative advocacy,
including laws in Pennsylvania that affect people with epilepsy.
Participants also learned the keys to sharing their story of life with
epilepsy.

The day after the conference, the EFWCP hosted a Legislative
Breakfast at the state capitol and participants had a chance to meet
with multiple legislators while delivering a message on the
importance of epilepsy funding. 

This year, 43 people participated in the Share Your Story
Conference and 47 epilepsy advocates came to the state capitol 
for the Legislative Breakfast.

Legislative advocates pose with a few lawmakers – ready to take on the world.

“A Melody in Purple”  One of the sensory day
projects from Studio E.
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Families enjoy dancing and fun at the Pittsburgh Family Picnic. 

“Never, ever underestimate the 

importance of having fun.”

[Randy Pausch]
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Zonne Fund

We filled a movie theater auditorium
with families excited to see a free
showing of Guardians of the Galaxy 2
on its opening weekend. This movie
day was paid for by the Zonne Fund,
which supports fun activities for
children and families living with
epilepsy. Families received vouchers
for free drinks and popcorn, and raffle
tickets to win door prizes. 

This year, 72 individuals attended the
movie.

Holiday party-goers in Erie complete a fleecy craft.

Kids in Harrisburg pose with Santa. 

Our tree at the Erie Festival of Trees. 

Picnics & Parties

March 26th is designated World Epilepsy
Awareness Day, or Purple Day, and we held
our 4th annual Purple Party to celebrate. The
people who showed the most purple spirit
were awarded prizes. Attendees enjoyed a
luncheon buffet and dancing.

We hosted Family Picnics in Lewisberry and
Pittsburgh this fall. Families joined us for
lunch and an afternoon of fun. Each picnic has
a unique theme which helps determine the
decorations, crafts, and activities for all of the
families who attend. This year’s themes
included animal safari.

We hosted winter Holiday Parties for families
in Johnstown, Erie, Pittsburgh, and Harrisburg
to celebrate the holiday season. Each party
featured food, crafts, and a chance to enjoy
themselves. The December parties also
included a special visit from Santa, and an
invitation to participate in our annual gift
exchange.

We held 8 picnics, parties, and other social
events with a total combined attendance of
645 individuals.

Festival & Parade of Trees

We participated in two tree decorating events
this year which helped us raise awareness for
epilepsy during the holiday season.

At the Saint Vincent Festival of Trees in Erie, the
theme of our tree was “Christmas Windows” and
featured window ornaments that offered a
glimpse into the holiday celebrations of the
families we work with.

At the Parade of Trees in Camp Hill, the theme 
of our tree was “Holiday Wishes” and was
decorated with letters to Santa written on 
behalf of individuals living with epilepsy. 19



Team members at the Harrisburg Senators Family Fun Run/Walk for
Epilepsy show their support and sport their purple!

“Be the change
you wish to see in the world.”    [Mahatma Gandhi]
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Dinner Chairs flank King of the Mardi Gras, Jerry MacLeary. 

Pittsburgh Family Fun Run/
Walk for Epilepsy

The 29th Annual Pittsburgh Family
Fun Run/Walk was held at PNC
Park on June 17th. The 5K run/2
mile walk was followed by a
tailgate party on the Clemente
Bridge.

This year, there were 118 teams
and over 1,300 participants. 

Harrisburg Senators 
Family Fun Run/Walk

The Senators Family Fun
Run/Walk for Epilepsy was held on
August 5th, at Metro Bank Park
on City Island for the 15th year in a
row. While a course change was
needed due to flooding on the
island, the tailgate party went off
without a hitch.

This year, there were over 700
participants.

Mardi Gras

The 23rd Annual Mardi Gras Gala honoring
Jerry MacCleary of Covestro was held at The
Westin Convention Center Pittsburgh on Fat
Tuesday, February 28th.

We were sold to capacity with 70 tables, as
over 700 people joined to celebrate Fat
Tuesday New Orleans-style.

Highmark Walks for a Healthy Community 

We participated in the Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community in Johnstown and in Erie. These
walks are underwritten by Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield so all of the money that a participant
raises goes directly to the organization that they are supporting. At both walks, we held a tailgate
party with free lunch for everyone who had chosen to support the EFWCP.

Between the two walks, 83 people participated.

Third Party Events

In the spring, the Leacock family
held a softball tournament, the
Langford family hosted a golf
outing, and the McCormick family
had their 12th wiffleball
tournament. WCAL, California
University’s radio station, also held
a DJ lock-in.

In the summer, several individuals
held other events such as purple
lemonade stands and garage sales.

Both Homespire Windows and
Sofas Unlimited had fundraisers in
November as part of National
Epilepsy Awareness Month.
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Everybody loves Mardi Gras. 

“We make a living by what we get, 

but we make a life by what we Give.”
[Winston Churchill]
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Imagine a gift that lives on...forever. That is what your Legacy Gift
will do.  Your gift, unless otherwise designated, will be added to the
Epilepsy Foundation Western/Central Pennsylvania Fund where it will
be carefully invested to provide worthwhile programming in
perpetuity. As the funds grow, it will provide an ever-expanding
source of stable funding to keep the EFWCP creative and strong far
into the future. Your gift will give you the satisfaction of knowing that
generations from now, people with epilepsy will still be enjoying the
same high level of quality programs and services that have meant so
much to you.

You can fund your legacy gift with cash, marketable securities,
closely-held stock, life insurance, and unused retirement funds:

• Add a bequest to your will

• Donate directly from retirement plan assets

• Name us as an owner or benefactor to a life insurance policy

• Consider retained life estate

• Give a charitable gift annuity

• Create a charitable remainder unitrust

• Or a charitable remainder annuity trust

• Preserve an inheritance through a charitable lead trust

• Consider combining different types of gifts to create a 
blended gift

In 2017, we
introduced our

Legacy Society,
and created our

first planned
giving brochure,
“Ways to Give.”
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January 11
Studio E: The Epilepsy Art Therapy 
Program
[sessions were held periodically throughout 
the year for different audiences]

Pittsburgh

February 2
York Support Group
[met the first Thursday of each month]

York

February 7
Hershey Support Group
[met the first Tuesday of each month]

Hershey

February 28
Mardi Gras
Pittsburgh 

All dressed up at Mardi Gras. 

March 4
Annual Mini Conference on Epilepsy
Harrisburg

March 18
Purple Party
Pittsburgh

May 6
Zonne Fund Movie Day
Pittsburgh

May 20
Highmark Walk for a Healthy 
Community
Johnstown

May 21
Mason Langford Memorial Golf 
Tournament
Export

June 3
Highmark Walk for a Healthy 
Community
Erie

April 12
VNS and Other Treatments Webinar

April 17
Scholarship Winners Announced

April 21-23
Youth Leadership Summit
Harrisburg

April 23-25
Share Your Story Conference
Harrisburg

April 25
Legislative Breakfast
Harrisburg

April 28-30
Camp Firefly
Wexford

Nate’s Dawgs pose at the Erie Walk.

“Don’t cry because it’s over, smile         
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June 12
EMS Workshop
Tipton

June 17
Pittsburgh Family Fun Run/Walk for Epilepsy
Pittsburgh

June 18-24
Camp Frog @ Camp Conrad Weiser
Wernersville

June 22
Creative Writing Event
Pittsburgh

June 23-25
Oscar Project Recertification
Pittsburgh

June 29
Treatment Options Seminar
Pittsburgh

July 17
EFWCP/Conemaugh
Neurology Education 
Event
Johnstown

August 4
EMS Training
Tipton

August 5
Harrisburg Senators Family 
Fun Run/Walk for Epilepsy
Harrisburg

August 11-13
Take the NEXT STEPS 
Conference
Seven Springs

August 25-26
2017 Oscar Dog Presentation
Pittsburgh

August 25
Gateway Clipper Education Event
Pittsburgh

September 16
Family Picnic
Pittsburgh

September 30
School Nurse Workshop
Camp Hill

July 9-15

Camp Frog @ Camp Fitch
North Springfield

        because it happened.”  [Dr. Seuss]

Striking a yoga pose at Camp Frog in North
Springfield.

Oscar dogs and their new owners. 
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Smiling at Camp Firefly. Decorating cookies, and posing with Santa at the Pittsburgh Holiday Party. 

October 7
Family Picnic
Lewisberry

October 25
Johnstown Support Group
Johnstown

October 26
Uniontown Family Support Group
Uniontown

October 27-29
Camp Firefly
Wexford

November
National Epilepsy Awareness Month

November 8
Neuropace Webinar on SUDEP

November 15
Holiday Party
Johnstown

November 18
Supporting Parents, Supporting Kids
Conference
Cranberry Township

November 19
Holiday Party
Erie

December 7
Ensuring a Smooth Sail to Adult Care
Transition Event
Pittsburgh

December 9
Holiday Party
Camp Hill

December 16
Holiday Party
Pittsburgh
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The Epilepsy Foundation Western/Central Pennsylvania actively seeks 
diversified sources of income to support our programs. Individual and corporate
donations, as well as special events fundraising, are critical to the long-term
success and sustainability of the EFWCP. Legacy Gifts from individuals who
believe in the mission, passion, and leadership of the EFWCP will provide a base
of financial stability on which to build the future.

Revenue

Expenses

Contributions $835,604

Government Grants $722,166

Net Special Events $570,952

$2,128,722

Other Income $4,824

Investment $595,346

$2,728,892

Program Expenses  $1,342,726

Administrative Expenses  $49,396

Fundraising  $222,271

$1,614,393

Year End Net Assets  $5,905,124 

* Numbers are from the EFWCP 2016-2017 Fiscal Year. Revenues and Expenses
are reported on a fiscal year, not calendar year basis. Our fiscal year ends June 30.
Audited financial statements and 990 are available on our website at
www.efwp.org.

financialsREVENUE

Other
< 1%

Investment
Income

22%

Net Special
Events

21%
Government

Grants
26%

Contributions
31%

Adminstrative
3%

Fundraising
14%

Programs
83%

EXPENSES
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“Go into the world 

and do well, but 

more importantly, 

go into the world 

and  do good.”

[Unknown]

Stylin’ at the Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community in Erie. Staff and Board members, ready for Mardi Gras.

Oscar dog recipients pose with staff members.

Soup bowls were this year’s holiday party giveaway.
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Message from our President

Thank you to the EFWCP Board of Directors, our

dedicated staff, the passionate volunteers who assist

us throughout the year, those we serve, our partners

in the community, our donors, and our funders for

everything we were able to accomplish in 2017.  These

pages are filled with photos and stories of our

triumphs throughout the year that could not be

accomplished without you.

As we look to the challenges of the year ahead, we hope to not just create more

opportunities to grow and expand our programs and services, but to help mobilize the

epilepsy movement in western and central Pennsylvania.

We can’t do it alone, and so we are asking that you take part as well by trying the following:

• Increase epilepsy awareness

• Teach someone what to do in case of a seizure

• Participate in one of our fundraising events, or hold one of your own

• Advocate for legislation to protect the rights of people with epilepsy

• Tell your epilepsy story and talk about how epilepsy affects your life

• Make your school Seizure Smart

We are looking forward to working with you to improve and enhance the lives of all who are
impacted by epilepsy.

Thank you for a fabulous 2017!

Warmest Regards,

Peggy Beem Jelley

       

Staff

Peggy Beem-Jelley
President and CEO

Annette Condeluci
Development Officer

Paige Devlin
Community Education Coordinator

Francine Eden
Adult Services Coordinator 

Colleen Fulkerson
Special Events Coordinator

Lynne Gensamer
Financial & Benefits Administrator

Jordan Hinds
New Initiatives Coordinator

Gretchen Knaub
Regional Director, Harrisburg

Greg McConnell
Regional Coordinator, Altoona

Laura Norris
Executive Office Manager

Yazmin Peña 
Community Education Coordinator

Amanda Stein
Children & Family Services Coordinator

Laura Woodward
Community Education & Events Coordinator, 
Harrisburg

Andrea Zonneveld
Community Education & Events Coordinator Peggy Beem Jelley
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Pittsburgh
1501 Reedsdale Street

Suite 3002
Pittsburgh, PA 15233

412-322-5880
800-361-5885

412-322-7885 Fax

Harrisburg
3507 Market Street

Suite 203
Camp Hill, PA 17011

717-730-6779
800-336-0301

717-730-6727 Fax

Altoona
814-934-6513

Erie
814-451-1135

Annual Report printing services generously provided by Heeter.

www.efwp.org

facebook.com/efwcp

@efwcp (Twitter)

efwcp (Instagram)


