


One in 26 Americans will develop epilepsy in their lifetime.
This staggering statistic fuels our mission - to lead the fight to stop seizures, find a cure,
and overcome the challenges created by epilepsy.

The Epilepsy Foundation Western/Central Pennsylvania (EFWCP), established in 1972, is
an independently incorporated affiliate of the Epilepsy Foundation of America.  Staff in
regional offices in Camp Hill, Johnstown, and Pittsburgh provide nationally recognized
programs, services, support, and events for individuals and families living with epilepsy
in 49 counties in western and central PA.

Annual Report printing services generously provided by Heeter.

One in 26 Americans
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There are heroes among us!  I think everyone involved
with the Epilepsy Foundation Western/Central PA is a
hero.

The Board of Directors, Professional Advisory Board, 
and the Emeritus Board all donate their time, talents, 
and treasures to the success of the organization.

The staff of the EFWCP are some of the most
hardworking and talented people I know who have
dedicated their careers to helping people with 
epilepsy.

Volunteers work tirelessly to raise both awareness and
funds, and inspire all of us.

Most impressively, the people we serve are the real
heroes showing us strength and courage as they 
battle epilepsy in their daily lives.  They and their 
families are the real heroes among us!

I want to thank all the heroes who make what we 
do possible, who made 2015 a success for the 
EFWCP, and who inspire us to continue 
in 2016.

Board Chair



Unduplicated Clients Served by EFWCP, 2015

Total clients 
served 2015*

2,7332,733
A 5% 
increase 
over 2014 

A 5% 
increase 
over 2014 

By the NumbersBy the Numbers
Clients ServedClients Served
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Client Age Breakdown



Programs 
and Services

Community 
Education

Social Media
3012 1335 410

Programs 
and Services

Project School Alert Total: . . . . . . . . . . . 5,701
Students: 2,802
Teachers: 1,755
Nurses: 178
Other: 966

Training for EMS: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 647

Other Community Education: . . . . . . . . . . 627

Patient Education Conference: . . . . . . . . . . 47

How We Do It Rap Video
750 people saw the video at Mardi Gras

7 local TV and Radio stations picked up
the video

53,000 + Facebook, YouTube and other 
social media views

Community 
Education

Family Event Participants: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 565

Parent Workshop Audience: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56

Camp Frog Campers: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39

Studio E Participants: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34

Total number of sessions: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Total number of meetings 
(across all sessions): . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

Service Dogs Placed by Oscar Project: . . . . . . . 3

Emergency Medication Assistance 
Recipients: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48

Support Group Meetings: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

Support Group Participants: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203

Children Enrolled in Start SMART: . . . . . . . . 152

Telemedicine Appointments: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

Learning Community Participants: . . . . . . . . . 47

Leadership/Transition Conference 
Participants: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66

Social Media

55
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Oscar ProjectOscar Project
Superheroes come in
many shapes and sizes, but one
thing that they all have in
common is the important job of
keeping us safe.  The Oscar
Project is a program that helps
individuals obtain seizure
response dogs.  These canine
heroes are trained to recognize
when their human is having a
seizure and react appropriately,
which could include pressing a
button that will call 911, fetching
an emergency medication, or
anything else that individual
might need.  In 2015, the
EFWCP placed three dogs that were trained by Canines for Change.  

The Oscar Project is made possible by the Michael R. Zupancic Seizure Response Dog Endowment
Fund.  This fund was created in 2012 in memory of Michael Zupancic, who died from a seizure and
complications related to his epilepsy.

Heroes spreading awareness

The Zupancic family also worked with the
foundation to purchase 10,000 shopping
bags, which they sold at four Giant Eagle
stores in November.  They then donated
the proceeds from the bags back to the
foundation – raising funds and awareness!
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Emma’s GiftEmma’s Gift
Many people are afraid of the dark, but maybe they
would feel less frightened if they knew there was
something keeping watch over them throughout the
night to keep them safe.  Emma’s Gift is a
program that was developed to provide free movement detection monitors to families in need
from across the country.  Movement detection monitors can alert parents or caregivers when a
person makes abnormal movements indicative of a seizure.  This grant program was created
by the Emma Bursick Memorial Fund (EBMF) and is administered by the EFWCP.  The EBMF
was established in 2009 in memory of Emma Bursick who died at the age of seven from
Sudden Unexplained Death in Epilepsy (SUDEP).

Respite CareRespite Care
To find a superhero, you need to look
no further than the people you see every
day.  Parents, grandparents, and other
caregivers spend a huge amount of time 
and energy assisting their loved ones.
Sometimes even the greatest superhero
needs a chance to recharge!  The Respite
Care Program was launched at the end of
2014 to provide caregivers with temporary relief from the ongoing responsibility of caring for an
individual of any age with uncontrolled seizures.  This program pays for skilled nursing care for a
family member who has epilepsy, giving the caregiver an opportunity to go on a date with their
spouse, spend time with other family members, travel, or anything else they desire.  In 2015, 
12 families were provided a total of 88.5 hours of respite care services.

To learn more about SUDEP, please visit:
The SUDEP Institute:  www.epilepsy.com/sudep-institute

Partners Against Mortality in Epilepsy (PAME):  pame.aesnet.org

National Association of Epilepsy Centers (NAEC):  www.naec-epilepsy.org



Philip possesses many of the characteristics one would expect from an everyday hero.  He has
shown compassion at Camp Frog, reassuring the younger campers who are nervous about being
away from home for the week.  Philip is also a leader.  He played in integral role in the development
of a new program to educate middle school students, by assuming a leadership role during a focus
group and offering many constructive suggestions that were later incorporated into the program.
Most importantly, Philip looks for ways that he can change the world!  He attended the Teens Speak
Up! program held in Washington D.C. where he met with elected officials on Capitol Hill to
advocate for all Pennsylvanians living with epilepsy.
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Camp FrogCamp Frog

Philip Kerber Philip Kerber 

One thing that every superhero needs is courage.  This
year, several Camp Frog campers proved they had courage
by taking to the stage to showcase their talents as part of
the annual Camp Frog Talent Show!  Camp Frog is a
weeklong, overnight summer camp for children ages 8-17
with a primary diagnosis of epilepsy.  Although fully
integrated into an existing YMCA camp, Camp Frog
provides additional supportive and medical services that
would not be found in a traditional camp setting.  Camp
Frog is offered for two weeks during the summer, once at
Camp Conrad Weiser, near Reading, and once at Camp
Fitch, near Erie.

Every child, regardless of their ability to pay for camp fees, is
eligible to attend camp because the heroes who fund the
Steve “Froggy” Morris/G. Peter Rockwell Endowment Fund
are able to offer camp scholarships to families who are
unable to pay for camp.

Everyday
Hero 
Everyday
Hero 
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Epilepsy Clinic Epilepsy Clinic 
Once a month, patients who visit the Epilepsy Clinic at the John P. Murtha Neurology Center in
Johnstown have the opportunity to learn more about epilepsy programs and services.  Incorporated
into their appointment is a visit from a member of the EFWCP staff, who provides a purple folder
that is filled with general information about epilepsy and seizures, information about the programs
and services of the EFWCP, and dates for upcoming support group meetings and other events.
Similar visits are available at WellSpan Health Center and other epilepsy clinics around the state.

Studio EStudio E
Some individuals possess the power of
expression.  Wielding paint brushes, globs of
clay, or even just a pencil, these artists can turn
the ordinary into the extraordinary and give
others a glimpse of what living with epilepsy is
really like.  Studio E: The Epilepsy Art Therapy
Program is a program that allows participants to
explore how epilepsy and seizures impact their
lives through art.  Each session is guided by an
art therapist, who encourages participants to
experiment with different media like paint, clay,
and pastels to express their thoughts and
feelings about their diagnosis.  In 2015, three
sessions of Studio E were held – one in the
summer in Pittsburgh for teens, one in the fall in
Westmoreland County for adults, and sessions are
offered to all campers at Camp Frog.

Studio E is
generously funded
by Lundbeck.

Studio E is
generously funded
by Lundbeck.



Madison Husick received the Paige
Holland Memorial Scholarship. This
$2,500 scholarship is awarded to the
person who scores highest overall.
Madison graduated from Tussey
Mountain High School and attends
West Virginia University, majoring in
Occupational Therapy.

Laura Reese received the Rohr-Golden
Family Scholarship. This $1,500
scholarship is awarded to the person
who has the second-highest overall
score. Laura graduated from Lincoln
High School. She attends Community
College of Beaver County, majoring 
in Nursing.

Madison Bruno graduated from
Collegiate Academy. She attends
Mercyhurst University majoring in 
Early Childhood and Special 
Education.

Austin Harmon is the recipient of 
The Center for Inclusion in HealthCare
at UPMC Scholarship. Austin
graduated from Brentwood High
School. He attends Ohio University,
majoring in Forensic Chemistry.

Jon Houston is the recipient of the 
Julie McCormick Memorial
Scholarship. Jon is a graduate of
Hopewell Area High School. He 
attends PA College of Technology, 
and is undecided between a major in
Criminal Justice or Hospitality
Management.
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ScholarshipsScholarships
Eight outstanding high school seniors, all of whom have a seizure disorder or epilepsy are soaring 
to new heights with some help from the EFWCP Scholarship Program.  Each student received a
scholarship to further their education, ranging from $1,000 to $2,500.  Winners were selected using a
point system based on several factors, including academic achievement and their ability to overcome
adversity.  We look forward to seeing how these young people will change the world!

Caitlyn Theriault graduated from 
Pine-Richland High School and attends
Rochester Institute of Technology. She
is majoring in Computer Information
Sciences.

Robert Turben is a graduate of Seneca
High School. He attends Fortis
Institute, with a major in Construction
Management.

Mackenzie Wise is the recipient of the
Celeste Katherine DeFrank Memorial
Scholarship. Mackenzie is a graduate
of Montoursville Area High School and
is majoring in Psychology at
Misericordia University.

Making it Possible
• Paige Holland was a bright young girl who was so
excited about being part of the epilepsy community
that she attended Camp Frog in both North Springfield
and Wernersville.  She was lost to us far too early, but
she continues to help shape the future, one high school
senior at a time.

• The Center for Inclusion in HealthCare at UPMC has
sponsored scholarships for young people living with
epilepsy for the last 8 years.

• The Rohr Family Fund for Charitable Giving has funded
a $1,500 scholarship for 2 years.



1111

Project School AlertProject School Alert
Everyone has the potential of being someone’s
superhero – the only thing you really need to do
is recognize when someone needs
your help, and then do something!  Each
year, thousands of students participate in
Project School Alert to learn how to help if they
see someone having a seizure.  Seeing a seizure
for the first time can be scary, but these
students are taught that no matter how old they
are, there is always something they can do to
help.  Project School Alert is a free education
program that trains teachers, nurses, other
school staff, and students of all ages how to
recognize and respond to seizures. 

Knowledge is powerKnowledge is power
The 7th Annual Epilepsy Mini-Conference was held in York at WellSpan York Hospital Medical
Education Pavilion to educate individuals living with epilepsy.  Session topics included: cannabidiol
treatment for epilepsy, epilepsy and genetic testing, and epilepsy and the mind-body connection.

Five Parent Workshops were held throughout western
and central Pennsylvania, empowering parents to
advocate for the education rights of their children with
epilepsy.  Session topics included: evaluation report,
Individual Education Plans (IEPs), 504 Plans, and waivers.
Parents also learned how to ensure that meetings held
with their child’s school are positive and productive.
These types of workshops are help throughout the year
and throughout the EFWCP service area.
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Reinforcements for Adults
Living with Epilepsy
Reinforcements for Adults
Living with Epilepsy
A large percentage of the people who call upon the EFWCP for assistance throughout the year are
adults who are living with seizures.  These folks need help in finding both long-term and sometimes
temporary solutions to the challenges that epilepsy and seizures create in their daily lives.  The
responses to the problems presented are always unique to each individual but often existing programs
can provide the reinforcement that an adult needs to get through a difficult time.

Emergency Medication Program

The EFWCP pays for a 30-day supply of
medication, and during those 30 days we
work with the individual to find a long-term
medication assistance program or
resolution to the problem related to the
cost of prescription drugs.  In 2015, the
EFWCP provided Emergency Medication
Assistance to 47 adults and children, at a
cost of over $18,000

Employer/Employee Education

Consultation and training services are available for both adults and their employers when problems
arise related to seizures in the work place.  In the last year, approximately 57 adults received
employment related services via the EFWCP.  Employees are provided with guidance and education
on how to communicate with their employers about the possible need for an accommodation, and
help in conducting a job search.  Employers can obtain free epilepsy education and seizure first aid
training, or help in creating an appropriate epilepsy related accommodation for an employee under
the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
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A warrior is someone known for having courage and skill.  During the EFWCP “Take the NEXT STEP!
Transition Planning for Teens with Epilepsy” conference, which took place July 31 - August 2, 2015 at
Hershey Lodge in Hershey, PA, both parents and teens displayed tremendous courage in confronting the
many issues facing teens who have epilepsy and are planning for transitions to adulthood.  The EFWCP
received very positive feedback from all who participated in the “Take the Next Step!” event.  Action
plans were created during the conference and staff is coordinating follow-up by sending postcard
reminders to teens about the goals they developed that weekend.  An on-going campaign that will
provide them with support to strengthen their abilities and make an impact on others living with
epilepsy/seizure disorders has been developed to help with transition issues.

Youth Transition Campaign
Topics like self-advocacy,
independence, secondary
education, and employment are
the focus of the Youth Transition
Campaign.  The campaign includes
a bi-monthly e-mail newsletter, 
bi-monthly conference calls,
webinars, a social media forum,
and EFWCP website content.  
This campaign will kick off the 
re-booted EFWCP Youth Council
initiative.  A teen leadership retreat, initiated in 2015 is now scheduled annually to help young adults
and teens prepare to take a stronger role in both their own lives and in the activities of the EFWCP.

Transitioning to Adulthood
Takes Courage
Transitioning to Adulthood
Takes Courage
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Models In the MakingModels In the Making
The EFWCP Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) grant makes it possible for staff
and advisors to work together to create new and innovative approaches for serving patients who
are living with epilepsy, and educating those who are treating patients.  In 2015, the EFWCP worked
to expand the model telemedicine project.  A telemedicine site in the central region of the state
was added, working with WellSpan Health/Neurology in York, PA and Keystone Rural Health
Center/Keystone Pediatrics.  The goal of this project is to explore options for increasing access to
specialty care for pediatric patients living in rural Pennsylvania.

Along with increased access to care, the HRSA project allows the EFWCP to work toward providing
expanded education on epilepsy for primary care pediatrics.  In 2015, 43 participants attended a
series of Epilepsy 101 for Primary Care presentations held in Hollidaysburg, Robinson Township,
Cranberry Township, York, Harrisburg, and Philadelphia.  A variety of specialists from Children’s
Hospital of Pittsburgh of UPMC and WellSpan Health/Neurology presented these educational
workshops.  In addition, an updated Epilepsy 101 for Primary Care webinar presented by Dr. Miya
Asato, Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh, Department of Neurology, is now available on the EFWCP
website.  CME credit is available for medical professionals.

Adults who live with seizures are often the most passionate and active advocates for creating
epilepsy awareness in their local communities!  Each year, Mindy Lewis, an active member of
the Johnstown support group, organizes the Old Stone Bridge Project in Johnstown and
turns the bridge purple on November 1st to kick off National Epilepsy Awareness Month.

Mindy LewisMindy Lewis
Community Champion   Community Champion   
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Raising AwarenessRaising Awareness

Workplace awareness

A support group outing

Purple Day Bake Sale

Community Education
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Mardi Gras GalaMardi Gras Gala
Fat Tuesday, February 17

Dave Malone of Gateway
Financial was the honoree of
the 21st Annual Mardi Gras
Gala.  Mr. Malone’s entrance
featured the stunning “How We
Do It” rap video as a tribute to
the Epilepsy Foundation and
the Pittsburgh community.
Rappers included Dave “DJM”
Malone, and event dinner chairs
Carrie “DJ CC” Coghill, John “J Money” Matlak, Leo “LG Smooth” Gerard, Art “Grandmaster”
Rooney, and Sy “I Don’t Rap” Holzer, as well as special guests Steelers great Brett Keisel and the
students of City Charter High School. Other Dinner Chairs supporting the event included Cliff Rowe,
David Shapira, Jerry MacLeary, Rich Harshman and Michael Zamaigas.  This amazing cast of
superheroes helped us raise over $500,000 for this event!

Westmoreland Sports
Dinner and Auction
Thursday, November 19

A luau theme set the stage for the 20th Annual
Westmoreland Sports Dinner and Auction.  Chaired by
Dr. Lou Catalano and his wife Diana, this super fun event
raised $36,000 to support the EFWCP.

Eric L. Ash Farmers 
Insurance donated $10 
per quote during the 
month of November.

Sofas Unlimited 
raised awareness 
and donations 

during the month of November, and 
then held a purple mattress
drawing at the end of 

the month.

Westmoreland Sports
Dinner and Auction
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Run/Walk EventsRun/Walk Events

In May and June the EFWCP participated in the Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community.  Walkers
came out to support the EFWCP at Central Park in Johnstown and at Presque Isle in Erie.  

On Saturday, July 25th, about 2,000 participants joined the EFWCP 
at PNC Park for the 27th Annual Pittsburgh Family Fun Run Walk for
Epilepsy.  Before the run/walk, two super volunteers were recognized
– one for over 20 years of volunteering, and the other for cooking
over 10,000 hot dogs for our tailgate party over the years.

On Saturday, August 15th, about 
700 participants joined us for the 13th 

Annual Harrisburg Senators Family 
Fun Run/Walk for Epilepsy. 

McNabb Plumbing

donated $5 for

every service call

in the month of

November, a total

of $350.

Village Street CafE 
sold purple ribbon signs 
to raise money for the 
Johnstown Run/Walk.

Veronesi Auto Sales 
donated 1% of every 
vehicle sold in June to 

support Team Tiffers and
the Pittsburgh Run.

All 4 Run/Walks
raised a total of

$259,000!

All 4 Run/Walks
raised a total of

$259,000!
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people making a differencePeople making a difference

The Reick Family held a Craft Show
fundraiser in November and raised
$1,000.

Ben Wheeler held an epilepsy
awareness day at St. Joseph’s Catholic
Academy in Boalsburg.  The students
raised over $2,200!

Lauren Little raised over $1,000 at her fundraiser at Moe’s.

The Apollo Eagle
Riders had a Run for
Epilepsy in June.



1919

Financial information*Financial information*

Income

Expenses

* Finances are shown on a fiscal year basis.  The EFWCP’s fiscal year shown is
July 2014 – June 2015.

�

�
�

Consider donating through 

workplace giving:

Pennsylvania State Employees
Combined Appeal (SECA): 
2000-001

Combined Federal Campaign
(CFC): 99707

United Way – ask your campaign
manager for the EFWCP donor
number (United Way of
Southwestern PA uses #288)

workplace giving:



JANUARY
York Support Group
(First Thursday of every odd numbered month)

FEBRUARY
Gettysburg Support Group
(First Thursday of every even numbered month)
21st Annual Mardi Gras Gala
Westin Convention Center, Pittsburgh
Parent and Child Epilepsy Breakfast
York
Epilepsy Workshop
University of Pittsburgh, Johnstown

MARCH
LEAP Family Gatherings
Pleasant Gap, Danville, and Williamsport

Teen Leadership Summit
Camp Allegheny
Parent Education Workshop
York
EMS Conference
Seven Springs
National Epilepsy Awareness Day 
AKA Purple Day
March 26

APRIL
Hershey Support Group
(First Tuesday of every month)

Studio E: The Epilepsy Art Therapy Program
Teen session, Pittsburgh

Parent Workshop
Pittsburgh and York

Epilepsy Foundation National Walk
Washington, DC

Public Policy Institute / Teens Speak Up! 
Washington, DC

MAY
Legislative Breakfast
Harrisburg

School Nurse Education Program
Camp Hill

Parent Education Workshop
Erie and Lewisburg

Parent and Child Epilepsy Breakfast
York

Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community
Johnstown

JUNE
Johnstown Support Group
Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community
Erie

Parent Education Workshop
Johnstown

Camp Frog, Camp Conrad Weiser
Wernersville, PA2020

YEAR IN REVIEWYEAR IN REVIEW



JULY
Community Night at the Senators
Harrisburg
Camp Frog
Camp Fitch, North Springfield
Oscar Project Service Dog Introductions
Pittsburgh
27th Pittsburgh Family Fun Run/Walk 
for Epilepsy
PNC Park, Pittsburgh

“Take the Next Step” Youth/Family Transition 
Conference
Hershey

AUGUST
13th Annual Harrisburg Senators Family Fun
Run/Walk for Epilepsy
Metro Bank Park, Harrisburg
Gateway Clipper Adult Social
Pittsburgh
Family Picnic
Johnstown

SEPTEMBER
Estate Planning Seminar
Johnstown
Family Picnics
Erie, Pittsburgh, Lewisberry, and York 
Studio E for Adults
Westmoreland County

OCTOBER
Halloween Spooktacular
WellSpan Neurology, York 
Best Places to Work Luncheon
Pittsburgh
The EFWCP was ranked 35th out of 95 Best Places to 
Work in Pittsburgh

NOVEMBER
National Epilepsy Awareness Month (NEAM)

Allegheny County Courthouse turned purple

Epilepsy Mini-Conference
York Hospital Medical Education Pavilion, York
Westmoreland Sports Dinner and Auction
Greensburg
Guided Painting Event
Johnstown

DECEMBER
Holiday Parties
Johnstown, Pittsburgh, and Camp Hill
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Zeus says that, “A true hero isn’t measured by the size of his strength, but by the strength of his
heart.”  Judging from the strength of the hearts that we see, feel, and touch every day, I can tell you
that there are tens of thousands of heroes here in western and central Pennsylvania.  There is rarely,
if ever, a day that goes by that we don’t encounter extraordinary families, volunteers, donors, or
individuals battling epilepsy.

We see firsthand the astonishing strength in the struggle that patients and parents face in
continuing to seek medical treatments that will control epilepsy without unwanted and
unacceptable side effects.  We encounter inspirational stories of love and friendship that take our
breath away.  We are bewildered by the sometimes continuing social stigma and discrimination
facing so many. These heroes, the warriors who face these challenges every day, lead us in our
mission to end epilepsy, find a cure, understand SUDEP, stop seizures, and overcome the
consequences created by epilepsy.

Some of our heroes are quietly in the background bolstering our battles by raising funds and
awareness through local events.  Others swoop in like caped crusaders, raising hundreds of
thousands of dollars in a single event!  We are encouraged and reinforced by our professional
advisors who also work tirelessly to help patients.  All sustain us and make it possible for us to
continue the work of our organization.

The people we serve, our board, the donors, our volunteers, and our staff—you are the heroes
behind the epilepsy movement in western and central Pennsylvania.  You will propel us forward in
2016!  

I thank you for your help and thank you for being our epilepsy super heroes!

Peggy Beem Jelley
President & CEO

2222

super heroes!



Find us online at www.efwp.org

facebook.com/efwcp

pinterest.com/efwcp

@efwcp

efwcp

Find us online at www.efwp.org
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@efwcp
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PROFESSIONAL STAFF
Peggy Beem-Jelley
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Central PA
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